A NOTE ON URGINEA PYGMAEA DUTHIE. 
By R. S. ADAMSON. 


This inconspicuous late-flowering species has recently been gathered 
by Captain T. M. Salter in a new locality, Rondebosch Common, where 
it was growing on recently burned ground. As it was previously known 
only from the original locality on the Stellenbosch Flats, this discovery 
marks an, extension of the range and an addition, to the flora of the Cape 
Peninsula. 

The Rondebosch specimens have been compared with the type speci- 
men (Duthie 1603 in Herb. Univ. Stellenb.) and are certainly identical. 
The type sheet consists of a number of specimens at different stages of 
development. An examination of the specimens from the Rondebosch 
locality has revealed, however, certain features which were either not 
mentioned in or which do not show real agreement with the original 
description and figures (Duthie, Ann. Univ. Stellenb. VI. A. 2, 10, 1928, 
Pl. 2). As the species is little known, and as there seems a probability 
of its discovery in further stations, these points seemed worthy of record. 

The Rondebosch specimens have 3—6 leaves per bulb not only 1—3 
as described. The leaves are dark green but not glaucous and when 
fully developed are horizontal or prostrate on the ground. The specimen, 
figured (l.c. fig. 2) which has erect leaves would appear to be either 
immature or to have been grown under abnormal conditions. 

In the notes following the description, it is stated that 1-flowered 
scapes are commonest, 2-flowered occasional, and 3-flowered rare. These 
specimens have most commonly 2 or 3 flowers, some have 4, while 
1-flowered specimens seem to be without doubt poorly developed in- 
dividuals. On the type sheet the flowering specimens are mostly 
1-flowered but the fruiting specimens are just like those from Rondebosch. 

The perianth does not quite agree with the figure (l.c. fig. 10): the 
segments are longer in proportion to their width than is. shown, and are 
united for not more than a third their length. The stamens are attached 
at or above the level of union of the segments. In colour each perianth 
segment has a broad stripe, chestnut-brown inside, dull chocolate-brown, 
outside, with the marginal part translucent and very thin. These brown 
flowers are a very characteristic feature and assist in rendering the plant 
inconspicuous but were not mentioned in the description. Indeed, so 
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inconspicuous are the flowers that their discovery on Rondebosch Common 
was due to observation of the bright yellow anthers not the perianth. 

The seeds figured (l.c. fig. 7) are not entirely characteristic. Young 
seeds are tetrahedral with a very loose testa. As maturity is reached 
the seeds become flattened, those at the outside of the capsule becoming 
quite flat, those in the centre of the capsule remaining somewhat angular 
like those figured. 

The leaves form immediately after flowering time and appear to 
be full grown in May or June. 

U. pygmaea is most nearly allied to U. minor and might be confused 
with that species especially in the dried state (cf. Duthie 1.c. 12: Adam- 
son, this Journal VIII, 242, 1942). It is distinguished by the horizontal 
leaves which are somewhat widened towards the tip, the short pedicels 
and by the brown flowers with united perianth segments. U. minor 
has erect filiform leaves, longer pedicels with the flowers in a small corymb, 
and perianth segments almost free and white inside. 


